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BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE WORKSHOP MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2021 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

OPENING; ROLL CALL 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Moorhead at 7:00 pm. Those present were 

Committeeman Orcutt, Committeeman Sikkes, Committeewoman Van Valkenburg, Deputy 

Mayor Waldron, and Mayor Moorhead.   

 

The FLAG SALUTE was conducted. 

 

SUNSHINE STATEMENT 

Mayor Moorhead read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231 setting forth the 

time, date, place and purpose of this Public Meeting through a legal notice published in The Star 

Ledger and New Jersey Herald following the Township’s Annual Reorganization Meeting at 

which the 2020 meeting schedule was adopted.  

 

ELECTRONIC MEETING STATEMENT: 

Mayor Moorhead read the additional statement regarding holding an Electronic Meeting: “In 

addition, as result of the State of Emergency issued by Governor Murphy, the Township has 

provided a link and dial-in number for residents to participate in, or listen to, this meeting. The 

public will be muted for the business portion of the meeting but will be unmuted, and able to 

participate, at the time of the public portion. In addition, residents were encouraged to submit 

their comments via email. Those emails will be read into the record during the public portion.” 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS– up to 5 speakers, 3 minutes each 

 

No public Comment 

 

 

ORDINANCE:  

 

2021-03- Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a 

Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)   

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the 

preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.5% 

unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final 

appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and, 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by 

ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 

3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two 

succeeding years; and,  

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown in the County of Warren 

finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2021 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous 
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year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the 

citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in the budget for 

said year, amounting to $109,335.10 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise 

permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

WHEREAS the Township Committee hereby determines that any amount authorized 

hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception 

to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, in the County of Warren, a majority of the full authorized membership of this 

governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2021 budget year, the final 

appropriations of the Township of Blairstown shall, in accordance with this ordinance and 

N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 3.5%, amounting to $109,335.10 and that the CY 2021 

municipal budget for the Township of Blairstown be approved and adopted in accordance with 

this ordinance; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 

appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in 

either of the next two succeeding years; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed 

with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; 

and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the 

recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 

  

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Sikkes and approved by Roll Call vote: Orcutt—yes, 

Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes, Ordinance 2021-03.  

 

Budget Discussion  

CFO Christine Rolef explained that the committee agreed to go out for long term financing and it 

was bought to the attention of the CFO that this will not be able to be completed before the note 

principal is due. There was no debt service included in the budget and that it now needs to be 

included which is a total of $150,000.   

The committee was provided with two options taking the funds from improvements of roads 

which does not include the 2-inch overlay. It is the oil and chip, drainage repairs and smaller 

capital items. The second option was to use the Regional Deferred School Tax.  

Committee discussed their options and it was agreed that the $150,000 come from the Regional 

Deferred School Tax. 

 

RESOLUTIONS  

2021-51- Self- Examination of Budget   

      

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules 

that permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally 
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granted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual 

budget examination; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 

1997; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 through 7.5, the Township of Blairstown has 

been declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government 

Services, and the Chief Financial Officer has determined that the local government meets the 

necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2021 budget year. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Township of 

Blairstown that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & 7.6b and based upon the Chief 

Financial Officer's certification, the governing body has found the budget has met the following 

requirements: 

 

 1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated 

pursuant to law and appropriated as such in the budget: 

  a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 

  b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 

  c. Cash deficit of preceding year 

  d. Reserve for uncollected taxes 

  e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items 

  f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school  

   purposes. 

 

 2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at 

N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.3 et seq., are fully met (complies with CAP law). 

 

 3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the 

Local Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 

 

 4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 

 

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate, and correctly stated, 

  b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth 

  c. In itemization, form, arrangement, and content, the budget will  

permit the exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality. 

5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and publicly 

advertised in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that 

failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification. 

 

 6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services upon adoption. 
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Motion made by Van Valkenburg, second by Sikkes and approved by Roll call vote: 

Orcutt—yes, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes 

Resolutions 2021-51. 

 

 

2021-55 Deferred Regional School District Tax  

 

WHEREAS, the regional high school tax for the fiscal year July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 was 

raised in 2020 tax levy in the amount of $6,190,349, and;  

 

WHEREAS, the statues permit the deferral of the cash liability of such school tax up to 50% of 

the school tax levy or $3,095,174.50;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown deferred school tax for the regional high school district be increased from 

$2,641,932.00 to $2,791,932 as of December 31, 2020; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two certified copies of this resolution be filed with Director 

of the Division of Local Government Services.  

 

Motion made by Van Valkenburg, second by Sikkes and approved by Roll Call vote: 

Orcutt-yes, Sikkes--yes, Van Valkenburg--yes, Waldron--no, Moorhead--yes resolution 

2021-55. 

 

BUDGET INTRODUCTION:  

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Sikkes and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt--yes, 

Sikkes--yes, Van Valkenburg--yes, Waldron--yes, and Moorhead--yes, the introduction of 

the budget.  

 

2021-52- Contributing Matching Funds for the Purchase of Blairstown Board of Education 

Property by Blairstown Township   

   

WHEREAS, Blairstown Township Committee intends to purchase as Open Space the property 

known as Blairstown Board of Education property (BOE) Block 1501/20.04, located on Lambert 

Road; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Blairstown Township previously agreed to use its NJ Green Acres Open Space 

Planning Grant of $165,000 and also provide $8,000 of its own municipal Open Space funding; 

and,  

 

WHEREAS, Ridge and Valley Conservancy has agreed to contribute $12,000 to preserve the 

BOE property; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the property is located adjacent to the Paulins Kill and exhibits favorable recreation 

and conservation values in the form of ball fields, perimeter paths, forested floodplain, open 

grassland, and a glacial kettle hole vernal pool; and, 
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WHEREAS, state statutes permit the property to be sold only to government entities or certain 

non-profit organizations, which do not include conservation organizations; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Blairstown Township commissioned two appraisals of the property, resulting in 

estimated values of $315,000 and $332,000 values, with the New Jersey Green Acres Program 

certifying to a market value of the property of $323,750; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Blairstown and the BOE signed a contract for the purchase and sale of the property 

for $310,000, leaving a funding shortfall of approximately $147,500, including soft costs; and,  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, Blairstown Township Committee authorizes the 

dedication of an additional $147,500, making the new total $155,500 from its Open Space Trust 

funding to the purchase of the BOE property by Blairstown. 

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Sikkes and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt-yes, 

Sikkes--yes, Van Valkenburg--no, Waldron--no, Moorhead--yes Resolution 2021-52. 

 

2021-53- 2020 Tonnage Grant Application  

      

WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, c.102, has 

established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order 

to encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act 

to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue and to 

expand existing programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection is promulgating recycling 

regulations to implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 

 

WHEREAS, the recycling regulations imposed on municipalities to apply for such tonnage 

grants will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and to indicate the 

assent of the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown to the efforts undertaken by 

the municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the 

application is properly completed and timely filed. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown that the Township of Blairstown hereby endorses the submission of the recycling 

tonnage grant application for the year 2020 to the New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection and designates Maureen DeSimone and Donna Zilberfarb to ensure that the 

application is properly filed; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the recycling tonnage grant be deposited in a dedicated 

recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purposes of recycling. 

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Sikkes and carried to approve Resolution 2021-53. 

 

 

2021-54- Resolution to Appoint Seasonal Part-Time DPW Workers  

 

WHEREAS, the Blairstown Department of Public Works is in the need for two seasonal part-

time Department of Public Works (DPW) Seasonal Worker for the summer of 2021 at the rate of 

$15/per hour; and 

 

WHEREAS, William Crone & Matt Collins meet the qualifications to fill the positions.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that William Crone & Matt Collins be 

appointed as a part-time DPW laborer. 

 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Sikkes and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt--yes, 

Sikkes--yes, Van Valkenburg--yes, Waldron--yes, Moorhead yes, resolution 2021-54. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1) Application for Farmers Market (Foodshed Alliance)  

Farmers Market will be on Saturday 9am-1pm from June 5th - October 1st.  

Motion made by Van Valkenburg, second by Waldron and and carried to approve the 

application for the Farmers Market.  

2) Social Affair Permit- Blair Academy August 13, 2021 5:30 p.m. to 10: 00 p.m. (Alumni 

Day) 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to approve Social Affair 

Permit.  

3) Application for Facility Use- Blairstown American Legion- May 30, 2021 12:00 p.m. to 

6:00 p.m. (Memorial Day Parade) 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Van Valkenburg and carried to approve 

Application for Facility Use-Blairstown America Legion.  

4) Application for Facility Use- Knot Just Flies, LLC- May 15, 2021 10:00 a.m. (Fishing 

Derby) 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Van Valkenburg and carried to approve the 

Application for facility Use-Knot Just Flies, LLC 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Letter from Scheuer – Regarding property donation 

Committeeman Orcutt and DPW Supervisor will take a look at the property and report to the 

committee at a later meeting.  

 

Letter from Christine Beegle- Regarding Footbridge Concerns  
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Christine Beegle provided highlights of her letter. Recommendation is to have an engineer look 

at the pillars. Mayor Moorhead asked what the status is on making the walking bridge an historic 

site. Ms. Beegle explained that due to COVID the application has not been processed as of yet.  

Mayor Moorhead will reach out to township engineer French and Parrello and get a cost analyst.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Van Valkenburg and carried to open public 

comment.  

Charles Makatura- 4 Kishpaugh Rd.  

Commented on the court cost and with Mr. Makatura’ s past experience he feels that the 

township should be using its own facility and suggest that it is something to reconsider in the 

future.   

 

Mr, Makatura also suggested having the meetings put on YouTube for residents to watch at their 

leisure.   

 

Mr. Makatura expressed his frustration on how committee members were treating other 

committee members at tonight’s meeting 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Moorhead, second by Waldron and carried to adjourn tonight’s meeting 

at 8:36 pm.  
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